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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Is an age of improvement, when every endeavour to pro- 
mote ſcience, or cultivate the arts, is honoured with public 
protection and eſteem, it is conceived an attempt to illuſ- 
trate the ſcience of Entomology on this extenfive ſcale will 
receive that attention its magnitude and peculiar merit 
may deſerve. 'The combined talents of the naturaliſt and 
the artiſt of this country have been recently employed in 
various elucidations of natural hiſtory, but from theſe En- 
tomology, in particular, has derived few advantages. Some 
works have appeared of conſiderable celebrity at a former 
period in the Engliſh language; but, when we reflect on 


the many important improvements this ſcience has lately 


acquired, from the labours of learned men in other parts 
of Europe, it may excite ſome ſurpriſe that it reſts with the 


author of this undertaking, to ſubmit thoſe improvements, 


for the firſt time, to the notice of the Engliſh reader. En- 
tomology, in its preſent Rate, affords the ampleſt ſcope for 


critical inquiry, and as an object of beautiful elucidation, 


or ſplendid embelliſhment, ſtands unrivalled. The author 
will avail himſelf of ſuch advantages in the preſent illuſ- 
tration, and truſts its magnificence will be found equal to 
the utility of its deſign. 
Though the hiſtory of nature will derive new luſtre from 
the diſcoveries of ſucceeding generations, it is a pleafing 
and momentous conſideration, that the age in which we 


live, ſhall long remain, a proud, and important era in the 
annals of ſcience, 'The commencement of this century . 
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gave birth to one of the brighteſt ornaments of natural plu- 
loſophy, the illuſtrious LIN Ns; his labours are conſe- 
crated to poſterity, and it is worthy the munificence of the 
preſent day to tranſmit them with every honour due to their 
diſtinguiſhed author. The writings of Linnzus have placed 
Entomology on a reſpectable level with its fiſter ſciences; 
and though the reſearches of later authors tend materially. 
to enlarge the boundaries he has preſcribed, his arrange. 
ment ſtill remains, with ſome exception, a model of ſyſ- 
tematieal perfection. We ſhall endeavour to elucidate it 
in the familiar language, with every embelliſhment the 
chaſtity of ſcience will permit, and by reducing the diſco. 
' verhes of later authors to the ſame arrangement, complete 
a general, and comprehenſive ſurvey, of this intereſting ſub- 
ject, from the time of Linnæœus, to the cloſe of the preſent 
century. 

To the friend of ſcience, or admirer of nature, the Inſect 
World may hence become a new and pleaſing province of 
rational inveſtigation, It comprehends a vaſt portion of 
thoſe beauteous objects which enliven the face of creation, 
and preſents us with an endleſs variety of beings, which 
powerfully arreſt attention: Beings, novel as the crea- 
tures of luxuriant fancy, and brilliant as imagination. can 
conceive. Nature ſeems, indeed, to have deſigned this 
race, collectively, to diſplay that beauty, ſymmetry, and va- 
riety, which is but partially beſtowed on her leſs nu- 
merous, bat more uſeful offspring. 14 

As the extent of the preſent undertaking is conſiderable, 
it is propoſed to divide the whole into- ſeveral ſections, ana- 
logous to the prineipal geographical diviſions of the earth, 
and to appropriate each ſectiom exclufively to diſplay the 
inſccts of thole countries that are within the limits of its 
diviſion. This arrangement is defigned to render each 
volume a perfect and independent work. It is alto calcu- 
hted to exhibit the influence of ſo and elimate over the 
inſect race: to point out how evidently every region of the 
earth has its peculiar ſpeeies aſligned; and that, though in 
torm and colours their variations are infinite, they are not 
the equivocal) ſportings of nature, but diſtin& and indivi- 
dual ſpecies, and are governed by characters, ſtriking, aud 
unerring, as any of the larger tribes of animals. 5 

It will be preſumed that a work of this importance has 
not been undertaken without the means of rewarding 
awakened curiafity, or the previous concurrence of high. 
opinion in its fayour. The author has been long devoted 
to the purſuits of natural hiſtory, and engagements with 
the public: the preſent is the reſult of thoſe hours of leiſure 
tuch engagements would permit. The materials have 
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been collected on terms of liberality, and are ſuch as we 
deem adequate to the undertaking. The arrangement is 
ſounded on the fyſtem of Linnæus, but it is his wiſh to aſ- 
certain the moſt ambiguous ſpecies both in that work, and 
thoſe of every later author, to pourtray thoſe of which no 
figures are extant, and to include both deſcriptions and 

figures, of thoſe ſpecies recently diſcovered in remote parts of 
the world, and which have not been noticed in any preced- 
ing publication. The ſelection of ſuch in the poſſeſſion of 
the author, and his friends, amounts to many thouſand ſpe- 
cies, and ſo far as is conſiſtent with an epitome of Univer- 
fal Entomology ſuch only will have a place in the preſent 
undertaking To render the whole complete, a copious 
ſyſtematic index of all the ſpecies hitherto diſcovered, and 

eſcribed or figured, will be added at the concluſion of the 
work, with references to their reſpective countries, the 
cabinets that contain, and the authors who have deſcribed 
them, 

The nature of this deſign impoſes a reſponſibility on its 
author of no ſmall conſideration. It would have been in. 
tinitely leſs difficult to produce a partial illuſtration with 
figures of ſuch inſets only as are eaſily aſcertained from 
the works of foreign authors; but he has preferred the 
more arduous path of ſcientific inquiry, in an attempt to 
illuſtrate both the Linnzan and FaBRICIAN Defiderata ; 
and truſts the reſult of his endeavours, will, in this reſpect, 
become uſeful in every country, where their writings are 
known and admired. | 
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SECTION 1. 
; ASIA. 
The inſects of China, already publiſhed, form the firſt 


volume of this Entomological Library; the ſecond will 


conſiſt of 
: THE 


INSECTS OF INDIA, 
AND 
THE ISLANDS IN THE INDIAN SEAS, 


Various conſiderations induce us to appropriate the en- 
ſuing volume to the Entomology of India. A work which 


from its extenſive deſign and ſplendid embelliſhments 


is calculated to difplay the choiceſt productions of a coun- 
try ſo intimately connected with the Britiſh empire, is cer- 
tainly entitled to public notice, and as no attempt has been 
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Hitherto made to concentrate the Entomology of thoſe 
fertile regions, the preſent illuſtration may hereafter be- 
come an object of confiderable curioſity to many indivi- 
duals who reſide in India, as well as to the naturaliſt of 
this country. | 

The ſubject of the third volume will be stated at a fu- 
ture period. | | 


— 


— * 


GENERAL CONDITIONS 


OF THE 


UNIVERSAL ENTOMOLOGY. 


Every volume ſhall form a perfe& and independent work of the in- 
ſects peculiar to thoſe countries it is deſigned to illuftrate, for the ac- 
commodation of thoſe who may prefer any ſingle volume. 

They ſhall be printed throughout with uniformity, in royal quarto, 
in order to complete collectively the propoſed illuſtration. 


— 


CONDITIONS 


OF THE 


INSECTS OF INDIA. 


1. The volume compriſing the inſetts of India ſhall be completed in 
fourteen numbers, price ſeven ſhillings and fix-pence each. 


2. The publication will commence May 1, .1800, and it is propoſed 
after that time to publiſh one number every two, months, or monthly 
towards the conclution of the work, if poflible —The peculiar de- 
gree of labour and ability many of the plates require, both in the 
engraving and colouring, renders it impoſſible to aſcertain the pre- 
ciſe quantity that will be given in each number, but when com- 
pleted, this volume ſhall include between two and three hundred 
figures of ſuch inſects in general, as have not appeared in any pre- 
ceding publication. | 

3. The whole edition of this work is unavoidably-limited to two hun- 
dred and fifty copies. And ſhould any of thoſe remain untold when 
it is completed, the price will ve advanced as to non-fubſcribers. 


N. B. Thoſe ladies and gentlemen who may wiſh to become ſub- 
{cribers, are reſpectfully requeſted to detire their reſpe&tive bookſellers 
to apply for the numbers in the order publiſhed, as the proprietor can- 
not otherwiſe pledge himſelf to furniſh ſingle numbers on any terms.— 
Thoſe ſubſcrihers to the infects of India who may wiſh to have the 
volume on the inſects of China, will pleaſe to obſerve, that a few copies 
in eight parts, at ten ſhillings and ex-pence each, are in preparation, and 
will be announced for publication within a few months. | 
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